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1. Byewolenie in Polish meanea release, Liberation, emancipation. This word 
wan used as the elegan and the same of a peasant movement which developsd 
after 1905 in Central Poland (jnparticular in the Lublin and Kielee provim ea), 
then under the Russians. It was a radical movement in the sense that it 
preached expropriation without compensation of the large estates. at the 
game time, it wes an intensely patriotic movemeat. During the First World 
Yar, when the Ruesiane withdrew from Poland, many hundreds of young nembers 
of the mavenent voluntesred for services in the Pilsudeki Legions. 


2. In 1918, the question arose whether the Byswolenic greap should form a comnon 
party with the Polish Peasant Party of Galicia in the former Austrian part 
of Polands this party was also imowm ae the Piast group. The Fiast were an 
eld established political group 4m democratic Jeliela, and its leaders, in 
partieular, Witos, had parliswentary experienca. It preached expropriation 
with semponsation, The actual merger did not take places until after 1930. 
The two peasant wings had first to overcome their provincial charactaristics, 
and Wyewolenie much of its former radigaliam. In the aleotions of 1913, 
1922, end 1928, the Piast zroup dominated in the provinces of Ludw, Gracow, 
Pounan, Pomorse, Bialystok and Vilna; the liyswolenie group in the provinces 
of Lubin, Kiesles, Lodz end vereaw, The United Peasant farty we headed by 
“ites and Rataj, both membere of the Piast. Whea Rataj was killed by the 
Carmans duriag the war ant #itoe had grown too old to lead the party, the 
Jenderehip naturally passed to Wikolajeayk, another meaber of the moderate 
wine, The most outstanding of the eid ftywwolenie members and leadera is 
Pavtinaki, one of the 16 tried at Moscow. He is again in prisen, accused ef 
‘apying!. 


3. The 1947 Hew ayswoleaie is s small group which seceded from the Polish 
Peasant Party when Mikolajesyk refused te form the Government bles, This 
group has nothing in commen with the traditional yyswolenie; it only appro- 
priated for itself the old snd henerable names of shat movement. None of 
the New tyzwolenie leaders was knewn before the war, and it is liely that 
at leset gone of them have been planted in the si to undermine it from 
within. There ie no ideclesical difference between the Government Peasant 
Party (SL) and the New wyswolenie, 
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The origin end composition of the Geverament Peasant Party is as fellows: 
iu the election of 1919, father Oken, an irresponstble danagorus, secured 
several geats ju the districts between the Yietwla ani the jan iivara. and 
north of that cenfluence for muabers of his party. <nese poor rusal districts 
Suitered great destruction in the war; they were aise severely affected by 
the ateppace of ewigrition to imerisa, aad the abolition of the Qussian 
iustrian freatier (theusands of famili.s hac lived on the proceeds of con- 
iravend). Okem did not live leag, out his fellowers becane the eaey prey 
oi more radiesi Couwsunist propaganda, In the dJonegrodek creovinge, half 
Polish, Balf Byelorussian, the eleations of 1922 gave several seate to the 
‘Independeat Peasante' sponsored by the Communist Party. Relther ef the 
local extreniet peasants scvementgs survived the era of prosperity between 
L9c6 and 1929. The leader of the independeits, Sylvester Yojowedski and 
several of kis followers, fled to Huesiay some sonths later, they were sha 
ag “agente of the Polish TI. iameau". The “Independeat Peasants" were 
never heard of again, owever, during the Jerasn ocoupation, and in par~ 
ticular after 1942-1943, there arose acain in the Pelieh eountry-side an 
axtremist apirit, similar to that which enisated the peasant revoltea is 
Trance and in Germany in the “VIZ and AVITi senturices, 


Three easpunsnt elements should be distingsished in the ‘Government' peasmt 
wovenent in Poland, whether i is called Si. or Hew <yswolente: 


a The aase of the movement's supperters is extremmly radical 
gid partly anarehieals it ds a minority phenomenon which manifests 
iteelf in Felend in times of extree peverty and unrest. 


b. THe reine of the aoveneat are held by disquised Cammmisis, 
such ag Kowalski, the apeaker of the Jet. 


Ge The contre] is exercised partly by the prereesional peasant 
damagogues; before the war these individuals were bpught by 
the Pileudsk! camp, and are now sought by the Government blec. 
“hey are the same individuale, serving their om saterialiatic 
interests. 


It ie extremely difficult te know what proportion of votes would be sbtained 
by the Govermasat Peasants of all varieties in a free slection in Foland. 
imfore the war,nin the drec cleetiona of 1919, 1922, 1928, and 14930, the 
combined peagant parties never had more than 22% of the eleeteral votes 
(usny peasants voted fer the Rational~lemmerats, the Catholice, aad the 
Hocialiste..gady in, the-2939 glestion, for Pilendski). The Red peasant. 
vote neva: sxéoéted 108 or the total peasant vote. All this hanpened 
before the imported acrarlan revolution of 1944-1945. Admittedly, ao one 
in Foland preaches collective agriculture. The pre-war bogy, the leadowner, 
hae disappeared, It is Leapoesible to e:plain why seme peasauts are more 
Goumumdetie than others, because taere ie ae logieal basia ier their 
attitude — unlese they are being puid by the omnipetent Govern at. 
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